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NEED  13  U  315  IT  FOR  HAY,  PASTURE  3 SEP 
Tho  demand  for  hay  and  pasture  seeds  is  still  far  in  excess  of  current 
supplies  and  farmers  are  urged  to  harvest  every  pound  possible  to  moot  roquire- 
lonts  in  this  country  and  in  areas  being  rehabilitated  abroad.    Frovisions  of  tho 
Agricultural  Conservation  Program  to  encourage  seed  production  are  continued  for 
tho  1946  program,  r.-ith  a  special  Congressional  appropriation  supplementing 
practice  payment  funds  to  help  farmers  harvest  low-yielding  acreage. 

Farmers  cooperating  in  the  AAA  conservation  program  may  earn  a  practice  pay- 
ment to  $5.50  per  acre  for  harvesting  alfalfa,  red  clover  or  alsike  clover,  tho 
throe  seeds  needed  most.     In  addition,  the  1946  AAA  conservation  program  pro- 
vides payments  of  7  cents  a  pound  for  alfalfa  and  alsike  clover  and  9  cents  a 
pound  for  red  clover  on  seed  sold  into  commercial  channels.    The  poundage  pay- 
ments   are  more  than  double  tho  1945  rates,  giving  evidence  of  the  urgent  need 
for  farmers  to  save  clover  and  alfalfa  stands  for  seed  harvest  even  though  low 
yields  are  in  prospect. 

COTTON  C3DP  FIGURED  AT  9  Fill  ION  BALES 
The  1946  U.  3.  cotton  crop  of  9,290,000  bales  is  5.1  percent  over  the  small 
crop  of  last  year  but  5f  million  bales  below  the  10-year  (1935-44)  average.  The 
^meri can-Egyptian  crop  for  1946  is  estimated  at  2,000  bales,  compared  with  4,100 
last  year  and  a  10-yoar  average  of  33,600.    Prospective  lint  yield  per  acre  is 
247.9  pounds,  compared  with  251.0  pounds  for  1945  and  a  10-year  average  of 
245.2  pounds.    With  acreage  abandonment  equal  to  tho  10-year  average,  acreage 
for  harvest  this  season  would  be  around  17,991,000  acres  —  only  4.4  percent 
over  last  year!s  harvested  acreage,  which  was  the  smallest  since  1885. 
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1946  KAKVSST  3 ESN  A3  NATION'S  BIGGEST 
Further  improvement  in  U,  S.  crop  prospects  during  July  nor/  makes  the  1246 
outlook  3  points  above  tho  all-time  record  production  of  1942.    It  is  6  points 
above  last  year,  Department  of  Agriculture  reports  show.    The  wheat  forecast 
jumped    70  million  bushels  to  a  new  record  of  1.16  billion  bushels.    Spring  wheat 
is  forecast  at  280  million  bushels  compared   1th  300  million  last  yearj  winter 
v/heat,  at  880  million  vs.  923  million  last  year.    Corn  prospects  went  up  155 
million  bushels  during  the  month  to  push  the  new  corn  prospects  to  3,5  billion 
bushels,  16  percent  above  last  year's  harvest. 

Record  crops  are  in  sight  for  corn,  vheat,  tobacco,  peaches,  plums, 

and  vegetable  truck  crops. 
Near-record  production  is  in  sight  for  oats,  rice,  peanuts,  potatoes, 

pears,  grapes,  cherries,  and  sugarcane. 
Average  or  better  harvests  are  in  sight  for  hay,  soybeans,  dry  peas, 

prunes,  apricots,  and  sugar  beets. 
Below  average  production  is  the  outlook  for  cotton,  rye,  sorghum  grain, 

flaxseed,  buckwheat,  dry  beans,  sweet potatoes,  and  pecans. 
Late  sur.mer  and  fall  grazing  prospects  are  only  fair.    The  Department  said 
the  fall  movement  of  cattle  is  expected  to  be  greater  and  earlier  than  last  fall. 
Growing  conditions  during  July  were  favorable  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  although 
at  the  end  of  tho  month  there  was  some  prospect  of  drought  conditions  developing 
in  the  southern  Great  Plains  area. 

MILK .  SGG  OUTPUT  13  3SC0ND  LARGEST 

Milk  production  on  farms  declined  seasonally  during  July  but  the  total  oro- 

duction  of  12  billion  pounds  was  the  second  largest  for  any  July  of  record.  The 

output  was  down  3  percent  below  July  1945,  the  largest  percentage  decline  from  a 
year  ago  of  any  month  since  January.    Farm  flocks  laid  8  percent  fewer  eggs  in 
July  than  a  year  earlier  but  16  percent  more  than  tho  1935-44  average.  Production 
for  tho  first  7  months  of  1946  is  only  one  percent  below  the  same  period  of  1945. 
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DECLINING  FOOD  SUPPLIES  STILL  ABOVE  145  LEVELS 
Meat  supplies  for  U.  S.  consumers  vail  be  larger  than  a  year  ago  until  late 
this  fall.    After  that,  there  will  be  less  neat  than  the  near-record  supplies  of 
last  winter,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,     There  vail  bo 
more  potatoes,  fresh  fruits,  and  vegetables  for  the  balance  of  1946,  compared 
with  the  same  tine  a  year  ago.    There  may  be  somewhat  less  chicken  and  swoct- 
potatoes . 

The  current  abundance  of  meat  results  from  marketings  of  livestock  held  back 
in  May  and  June.    By  October,  however,  a  let-up  in  marketings  and  possibly  larger 
exports  will  reduce  U.  S.  civilian  supplies  below  last  year.    Looking  further 
ahead,  BAE  says  that  1947  meat  production  may  decline  one  billion  pounds,  or  about 
4  percent  below  1946.    This  reduction  would  be  due  to  early  marketing  of  spring 
pigs,  an  expected  smaller  1946  fall  pig  crop,  and  a  continued  decline  in  cattle 
and  sheep  slaughter. 

Per  person  supplies  of  milk  and  dairy  products  will  be  seasonally  smaller 
during  the  rest  of  this  year.    However,  the  total  per  capita  food  consumption  of 
U.  S«  civilians  for  1946  is  expected  to  be  3  percent  ahead  of  1945  and  15  percent 
above  the  1935-39  pro-war  average. 

TOOL  CROP  SMALLER;  STOCKS  REAPPRAISED 

The  1946  crop  of  shorn  wool  production,  estimated  at  298,978,000  pounds,  is 
the  smallest  since  192  7  —  and  7  percent  below  last  year!s  production.    Uinc  per- 
cent fewer  sheep  have  been  shorn  than  last  year  and  20  percent  fewer  than  tho 
1935-44  average.    Average  weight  per  fleece  in  1946  was  the  highest  since  1933  — 
8.12  pounds  compared  with  the  10-year  average  of  7,98  pounds. 

Meantime,  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  has  announced  that  its  older  lots 
of  wool  will  be  reappraised  in  a  3-step  program  which  includes:     (l)  Repricing  of 
1943  wools  owned  by  CCC  at  levels  in  keeping  with  prices  for  CCC-owncd  wools  of 
tho  years  1944-45-46;  (2)  downward  price  adjustments  in  prices  of  scoured  shorn 
wool,  averaging  about  5  cents  a  pound;  and  (5)  adjustments  in  prices  of  wools 
which  arc  deteriorating  in  storage* 
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SHIFT  IN  FUNDS  NEEDED 


Each  Now  Mexico  county  has  boon  allocated  a  portion  of  the  Agricultural 
Consorvation  Program  funds  for  conservation  -.fork  throughout  the  year.    This  fund 
has  boon  used  to  sot  up  individual  allocations  on  farms  and  ranches  throughout  the 
State  according  to  intentions  expressed  on  farm  plan  shoots.    Mr.  C.  V.  Hemphill, 
Director  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration,  said  that  unforseon 
changes  in  farming  and  ranching  operations  may  result  in  these  allocations  being 
too  large  in  some  cases  and  too  small  in  others.    Ho  urges  all  farmers  and  ranch- 
ers to  review  their  original  plans  on  conservation  practicos  and  notify  their 
county  ACA  committee  if  their  final  intentions  disagree  T.lth  original  plans. 
This  will  permit  the  shifting  of  funds  among  farms  and  ranches  thereby  obtaining 
the  maximum  conservation  vrork  in  1946. 


For  many  years  a  group  of  farmers  in  Santa  Cruz,  Santa  Fe  County,  have  been 
troubled  vdth  washouts  on  the  Sombrillo  Ditch. 

In  1945  these  farmers  formed  a  pooling  agreement  to  prevent  further  wash- 
outs and  to  conserve  water* 

Approximately  1,400  cubic  yards  of  dirt  were  moved  in  relocating  the  ditch. 
390  linear  foot  of  24  inch  pipe  were  laid  on  a  bluff  which  had  caused  cave-ins 
and  seepage.    23  cubic  yards  of  concrete  were  laid  for  flume  headings  and  to 
divert  flood  waters*    67  square  yards  of  riprap  -rare  also  built  to  prevent  cave- 
ins  on  the  ditch.    The  corrugated  flume  is  now  four  or  five  feet  under  the  sand, 


which  otherwise  would  have  filled  the  ditch  causing  the  farmers  water  loss  and 
work* 

The  work  was  carried  on  under  the  supervision  of  R.  R.  Quintana,  countj"- 
ACA  committeeman*    Cost  of  the  project  was  $l,500fod*    $985.30  of  this  amount 
was  paid  for  under  the  1945  Agricultural  Conservation  Program. 


WASHOUTS  BUM IATED  "fAT'.R  CONSERVED 
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